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March 13: Despite a strike by employees at Managua's international airport, international arrivals
and departures continued on schedule due to recruitment of "emergency personnel" from other
public administration departments, and the presence of soldiers in and the around the terminal.
(See CAU 03/13/91 for previous coverage of recent strike actions.) The army's red berets prevented
occupation of the airport terminal by a group of strikers. According to an unidentified witness
cited by ACAN-EFE, there were no injuries nor other violent incidents. A partial strike by public
health sector employees continued. Wednesday marked the 18th day of a hunger strike by some
of the health care workers. Former president Daniel Ortega and former interior minister Tomas
Borge failed Tuesday in attempt to terminate the hunger strike. March 14: Employees at the
international airport and Managua's principal hotels returned to work, after President Violeta
Barrios de Chamorro agreed to a 407% wage hike. The strikers had demanded a 425% increase.
Strikes by hospital, electricity institute and customs service employees continued. Government
officials requested that the National Workers Front (FNT) suspend its strike campaign for 10 weeks,
at the end of which the purchasing power of the lowest paid public employees will be restored to
pre-March 3 levels. On March 3, the government implemented anti-inflation measures. Despite a
200% wage hike for public sector workers, a simultaneous currency devaluation resulted in a real
wage cut of 40%. FNT spokesperson Jose Angel Bermudez said the Front rejected the government's
request for a 10-week "waiting period." Talks between FNT leaders and government officials are
deadlocked, he said, because the government wants a truce, but offers nothing in return. According
to Bermudez, the over 400% devaluation of the cordoba oro was a mechanism through which the
government "confiscated" wages. Radio Ya reported that anti-riot police removed a group of strikers
who had occupied the Sandino customs office in Managua. The Spanish news service EFE reported
that the police had neither confirmed nor denied the report. (Basic data from several reports by EFE,
ACAN-EFE, AFP, 03/13/91, 03/14/91; Notimex, 03/14/91)
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